The American University of Rome

Department of Italian Studies

Communication is at the heart of our mission, whether through speaking or writing the language, or through reading and interpreting literary and cultural texts across the centuries.
ITL 501: Destinazione Italia:

Tecnologia, Metodologia e Cultura per l’Insegnamento dell’Italiano
SYLLABUS
Summer 2011 (July 1- 18)
Course description:
This two-week technology, methodology and culture course offers professional development for teachers and trainers of Italian. Composed of 60 academic hours, the course helps participants improve their teaching strategies by illustrating modern approaches to use of the internet in student learning, by introducing them to innovative methods to language and culture instruction, and by presenting them with creative ways to tackle learning problems. Offered every summer.
Pre -requisites:  Bachelors degree in any field and 24 university credits in Italian or permission of instructor
4 graduate credits
Additional course description:

The topics covered in the technology component include:  The Web in Experimental Learning: Developing Reading and Writing Skills, Creating a WebQuest, The Internet in Cooperative Instruction: Blogging and Podcasting in Language Learning and Teaching, Creating a Didactic Blog, Independent Learning: How Student and Teacher Roles Change with NT, Guiding Students toward Self-Learning, Teaching Vocabulary Acquisition with Concordance Program Me, Using Corpora in Lexical and Grammar Studies
The topics covered in the teaching methodology component include: Grammar in Action, Active Listening, Spontaneous Speaking Participatory Reading, Writing: Motion and Emotion Set to Text, Film Viewing Comprehension, Contemporary Italian Cinema: Fiction and Documentary

The topics covered in the culture component include: Immigration in Contemporary Italian Society, Italians:Young and Old, Work and Free Time
Course Learning Objectives 
On completion of this course students will:

1- Possess an advanced knowledge of foreign language and culture instruction techniques and methodologies presented in the course.
2- Possess an in-depth understanding of how to use the internet to support student learning within the context of language teaching.
Course Learning Activities

CLA 1 – CLO 1 In-class practicum activities, such as designing tests for all learning styles or creating viewing versus listening comprehension activities, will reinforce the theoretical topics presented in class on foreign language instruction techniques and methodologies and give students the opportunity to pratice first-hand the topics presented.
CLA 2 – CLO 2 - Lab activities, such as creating an integrated lesson plan or a web quest, will reinforce the theoretical topics presented in class on how to use the internet to support student learning within the context of language teaching and give students the opportunity to pratice first-hand the topics presented.
CLA 3 – CLO 1 & 2 – Oral Presentations and/or written assignments during each section of the course (Italian language teaching methologies, technology and culture) in which students present individually to the class a project or lesson plan which incorporates or reflects assimilation of the material learned in each section of the workshop.
Assessment tools
The course can be taken on a pass-fail basis or for a letter grade.  In both cases, students must attend the complete course and participate fully in the practicum and lab activities.  
Students who take the course on a pass-fail basis will receive credit if they demonstrate sufficient mastery of the material presented in each section of the course by completing the oral presentations at a satisfactory level.  Satisfactory completion of the presentations /written assignments will be evaluated by a rubric. 
Students who opt to take the course for a letter grade will complete the oral presentations / written assignments for a letter grade.  Also in this case student work will be evaluated for a letter grade by use of a rubric. 
Course textbook

Course materials will be provided in a Course Reader. 
COURSE SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, JULY 1 - ARRIVALS
Check-in to Housing: 9 am – 4 pm

MONDAY, JULY 4 – COURSES START

WEEK 1

	
	Monday

July 4
	Tuesday 

July 5
	Wednesday 

July 6
	Thursday 

July 7

	Friday 

July 8

	
	Instructor 

Rosemonde Gurtner
	Instructor 

Rosemonde Gurtner
	Instructor 

Rosemonde Gurtner
	Instructor 

Rosemonde Gurtner
	Instructor 

Giovanna Carloni

	9:00

am-12:30

pm
	The Web in Experimental Learning: Developing Reading and Writing Skills 

	The Internet in Cooperative Instruction:

Blogging and Podcasting in Language Learning and Teaching
	Independent Learning: How Student and Teacher Roles Change with NT
	Teaching Vocabulary Acquisition with Concordance Program Me 
	

	12:30-  1:30 pm
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	LUNCH

	1:30 -  4:00 pm
	Creating a WebQuest
	Creating a Didactic Blog
	Guiding Students toward Self-Learning
	Using Corpora in Lexical and Grammar Studies
	

	8:00 pm 
	Welcome

Dinner 
	
	Ballet at the Terme di Caracalla (exact day for event to be set at a later date)
	
	


WEEK 2

	
	Monday

July 11
	Tuesday

July 12
	Wednesday

July 13
	Thursday

July 14
	Friday

July 15
	Monday 

July 18

	
	Speaker Giovanna Carloni
	Speaker Flavia Laviosa
	Speaker

Flavia 

Laviosa
	Speaker

Flavia

Laviosa
	Speaker

Flavia

Laviosa
	

	9:am-12:30 pm
	Culture in the Classroom.

Italians:Young and Old, Work and Free Time
	Grammar in Action 


	Spontaneous Speaking


	Contemp-orary Italian Cinema: Fiction


	Writing: Motion and Emotion Set to Text


	CHECK OUT & DEPAR-TURE

	12:30-1:30 
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	LUNCH
	

	1:30 - 4:00 pm
	Culture in the Classroom. 

Italy and Immigration: A Bridge Between 

Fear and Future 
	Film Viewing Compre-hension


	Active Listening 
	Contemp-orary Italian Cinema: Documen-tary


	Participatory Reading


	

	8:00pm
	
	Movie Night at the Cinema
	
	Movie Night at the Cinema 
	Farewell Dinner
	


The course schedule may be subject to change. 

N.B. Seminar activities end on Friday July 15.  Participants are free to stay in AUR housing until Monday July 18 if they wish. 
Additional costs: Breakfast, Dinner
Attendance policy

If a student is absent without an excused absence for more than 4 hours (approximately 1 session) from course meetings, credit will not be awarded. 

AUR Academic Integrity Code & Policy against Plagiarism  
“Integrity is fundamental to the academic enterprise.  It is violated by such acts as borrowing or purchasing assignments, including but not limited to term papers, essays, and reports; lending to or producing assignments for others (either for or without payment); using concealed notes or crib sheets during examinations, copying the work of others and submitting it as one’s own; and otherwise misappropriating the knowledge of others.  Such acts are both dishonest and deceptive: the work submitted to instructors is not the work of the person whose name it bears.  In consequence, the sources from which one derives one’s ideas, statements, terms, and facts, including internet sources, must be fully and specifically acknowledged in the appropriate form.  Failure to do so, intentionally or unintentionally, constitutes plagiarism.”  -- AUR Student Handbook, 2006/2007, p. 15.
